

















































































































very far away off the horizontal plane of flow and yet as
close to us as our own hearts. In contemplation of the moon
we note that it makes its appearance only in as much as it
reflects the light from the sun leading us to the experience
that the forces involved in osteopathic healing are univer-
sal, invisible, interplanetary and cosmic.

In summary, placed within the context of the history of
ideas and the philosophy of science, osteopathy is a holis-
tic, vitalistic (theistic) healing art. As a discipline, oste-
opathy meets the criteria of a science historically estab-
lished by the philosophy of science regardless of its
oftentimes “unscientific” outward appearance. While its
explanation and teaching is often expressed in natural sci-
entific terms, the description of the doing of osteopathy is
best achieved from a human science, phenomenological
approach. Perceptual descriptions hinted at by Still, and
later clearly stated by Sutherland lend themselves to a
method of analysis no less scientific, albeit less mainstream
in today’s culture. The evelution of the individual
osteopath’s consciousness and therefore his or her per-
ceptual field, those characteristics which Still hoped would
naturally develop over time, can be purposefully nurtured
in our students if we recognize the legitimacy of the hu-
man science perspective. The challenge for osteopathy in
the future is to systematically train our students in meth-
ods of perceptual clarity. Natural science will eventually
endeavor to quantify the finer forces in the universe but
the totality of the experience of osteopathic healing must
always require a dialogue between the natural science and
human science perspectives. This dialogue must accept
the relativity and incompleteness of any one approach to
a subject matter that is as profound as it is infinite. I we
accept this challenge we can arrive at working models of
healing based in essential structures of behavior derived
from the lived experience of our patients and ourselves. It
is in this sense that osteopathy is philosophical and it is in
this sense that we must “dig on.”
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